Mulshi (18°25'-18°41'N and 73°20'-73°35'E) is located almost centrally in northern Western Ghats, about 70km west of Pune District, Maharashtra, at an altitude of about 700m. It forms the crest line of Western Ghats, with hill ranges and gently sloping part bordering the Deccan Plateau and has a total area of 250km 2 . The average rainfall of the region is about 6500mm. The vegetation is moist deciduous as well as with some evergreen forest patches with many sacred groves. This area provides a good habitat to diverse forms of plants and animals. Prominent feature of this area is a centrally located Mulshi Lake formed by a dam constructed by Tata Electric Company during 1921 to 1924. This privately owned lake is about 37km 2 , spreading in a semicircular manner in the Mula basin. The lake water flows over the western escarpment for hydro-electric power generation at Bhira station in the Konkan.
Tamhini and Dongarwadi are small villages situated close to the backwaters of Mulshi Lake. People, mostly tribals as well as non-tribal communities consisting of Mahadev Koli, Marathas, Dhangras and Katkaris inhabit the area. The main crop cultivation is Oryza sativa (rice) supplemented by Eleucine coracana (Nachani or Ragi), Panicum miliaceum (Varai) and Guizotia abyssinica (Karala or Ram-til or Kala-til).
A survey was made to record the diversity of butterflies at three specifically selected transects under the Biodiversity Monitoring Project. These transects, each 500m long and 10m wide, included different types of habitats such as scrubland, grassland, forest, waterfalls, streams, canopy and croplands. Butterfly species were observed and counted live by line transect method in the same transects once a month from June 1999 to June 2002, and identified by using various field guides (Haribal, 1992; Gunathilagaraj et al., 1998; Smetacek, 2000) . Single specimens of some species were collected and drypreserved following (Beirne, 1955) and further identified by the keys provided by Wynter-Blyth (1957) , Smetacek (2000) , Peile and Riley (1937) . The nomenclature followed was that of Gaonkar (1996) .
Out of 331 species of butterflies listed from Western Ghats by Gaonkar (1996) , 72 species were sighted in the Tamhini area during the survey, of which 33 species belonged to family Nymphalidae, nine to Papilionidae, 13 to Pieridae, 11 to Lycaenidae and six to Hesperiidae. Species belonging to family Nypmhalidae were the most dominant (46%) followed by Pieridae (18%), Lycaenidae (15%), Papilionidae (13%) and Hesperiidae (8%). The number of genera recorded in each family is as follows: Nypmhalidae (22), Pieridae (12), Lycaenidae (9), Hesperiidae (6) 
